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WELCOME! 

When you are invited to someone’s home, you know that the relationship has reached a new 
milestone. They are inviting you to see their good, their bad, their ugly—their whole life under 
one roof. They are inviting you into the space where only family is usually present—and it 
should make you feel special when someone invites you into that space. 

With this guide to 5:17 PEOPLE WEEK, you’ll discover it’s about Uniting Church and Home 
working with your church to see this often-ignored teaching of our Union with Christ put into 
life-changing practice in your church and home. As Paul says in  2 Corinthians 5:17, if you are 
in Christ, there’s a new creation happening! But how is that “in Christ” and that “new creation” 
worked out in our lives? 

The goal of this devotional is to give you and yours the vocabulary, the ideas, the foundational 
Scriptures, to begin this journey of living out our union with Jesus Christ. With your church and 
family providing both the encouragement (and often challenges) to put this into action, by the 
time you complete this week-long course, you’ll have a new vision for how your home, your 
church, and your heart can be impacted by a fresh look at your identity and your union with 
Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All references are from the ESV Bible.  
English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

All rights reserved. ESV Text Edition: 2016  



 

 1 

 
   

 

WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 5. It’s a good time to pray and ask God to give you and the folks you are leading a 
fresh sense of just how much more powerful Jesus Christ is compared to your sin, their sin, 
and any sin that could bring shame and guilt to a believer. When Jesus rose from the dead, he 
left the power that sin had over your past, present and future in that grave. Give thanks for that 
power and ask God to, by faith, reveal it today.  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 
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DAY FIVE: I AM DEAD TO SIN 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

“How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 

-Romans 6:2 

 

Some people, particularly Americans, like to be prepared to defend themselves. They will carry 
weapons, study martial arts, practice boxing, and store emergency food. But if all real threats 
were already removed—preparations like this would be unnecessary. Thinking about the 
Christian life, Jesus has already defeated the power of sin in our lives, and that makes all 
the difference on how we live the Christian life.  

 

It was an unusually warm, sunny November day. Our family had just driven three and a half 
hours to Nags Head, North Carolina for a week  of vacation. Upon arrival, by orders of dad, 
everyone worked hard to unload the van before we could go down to the beach. Finally, we all 
took off our shoes and socks and ran up the walkway ascending the dune. One of my boys 
had his Superman kite in tow. One of the girls had her pink sand bucket and blue shovel 
dangling from her forearm. As dad, I simply anticipated the relaxing effect of the waves 
crashing and then crawling up the beach. We were loud and excited! 

And then something happened that I had absolutely never, ever experienced before on at least 
50 previous beach trips. At the moment we crested the sand dune, our excitement and our 
pace stopped—immediately. We could not believe what we saw—and smelled. Right in the 
middle of our part of the beach was a huge 300 pound sea turtle—dead as dead can be and 
stinking like a skunk! Upon closer examination, we could see putrid fluids oozing out of its body 
in the warm sun. It was disgusting! I found a 2x4 and tried to roll it into the surf hoping it would 
be carried out to sea. But that was completely futile.  

We reported the situation and were told the turtle would be gone in a day or two. That was 
Saturday. Would you like to guess when the turtle was finally moved? Tuesday! For half or our 
vacation we had to endure this stinking, smelly, gross turtle. 

There is nothing enticing about a stinky dead turtle. It being dead should cause us to steer 
clear of it. Do we see the sins we do like the dead turtle or do we still see our sins as 
something desirable?  

Our verse today is from Romans 6:2 - “How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 
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Scripture Memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  
Romans 6:2 - “How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for living, dying, and then rising from the dead. Please help us 
to remember that we have died with you and that because of that sin’s power is broken. Help 
us to also remember that because we have risen with you, we can obey you. Help us to 
remember all that you have done for us so that we can know your love and live to glorify you. 
You are our great and awesome God! Amen. 

Activities 
 

Coloring page for ages 2-10.  

Crossword puzzle for ages 11+. 

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may find it 
more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 

 

 

Discussion 

● Death is not a subject we normally like to talk about. When is the first time you 
remember seeing or experiencing death? 

● Our passage today talks a lot about death. But death in this case is good, even 
exciting! Read Romans 6:1-11. Count how many times you see the words 
dead/death/died mentioned. 

● What has happened that gives us certainty that we can have victory over sin? (v.5-9) 

● If we are guaranteed victory, why do we struggle so much and even fall into sin? (See 
James 4:1-3).  

● In Romans 6: 11, Paul says that we should “consider” (some versions say, “reckon”) 
ourselves dead to sin. Let’s suppose someone in your family has really made you 
angry and you are ready to argue with them. How do you actually “consider” yourself 
dead to sin in that situation? What does that look like on a practical level? 

if you were blessed by this devotional, please donate.
 https://uchlink.com/donate/


