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WELCOME! 

When you are invited to someone’s home, you know that the relationship has reached a new 
milestone. They are inviting you to see their good, their bad, their ugly—their whole life under 
one roof. They are inviting you into the space where only family is usually present—and it 
should make you feel special when someone invites you into that space. 

With this guide to 5:17 PEOPLE WEEK, you’ll discover it’s about Uniting Church and Home 
working with your church to see this often-ignored teaching of our Union with Christ put into 
life-changing practice in your church and home. As Paul says in  2 Corinthians 5:17, if you are 
in Christ, there’s a new creation happening! But how is that “in Christ” and that “new creation” 
worked out in our lives? 

The goal of this devotional is to give you and yours the vocabulary, the ideas, the foundational 
Scriptures, to begin this journey of living out our union with Jesus Christ. With your church and 
family providing both the encouragement (and often challenges) to put this into action, by the 
time you complete this week-long course, you’ll have a new vision for how your home, your 
church, and your heart can be impacted by a fresh look at your identity and your union with 
Christ.  
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WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 4. Can you take a moment and pray and thank God that his love of you isn’t based on 
your goodness, but on Christ’s? That your standing with God isn’t based on your innocence, 
but the innocent Lamb of God, dying in your place? As you lead your family or this church 
group, you may really goof something up. They may not pay attention. The whole discussion 
may go off track. You may manage to lose your activity sheets! But God has got this, and he’s 
going to use his Word (and mysteriously, even your failures) to teach these folks about our 
right standing before God being rooted in Christ, not ourselves.  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 
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DAY FOUR: MY RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IN CHRIST 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

-2 Corinthians 5:21. 

 

In the right situation, anyone can look smart or sound like an expert. But in the wrong situation, 
anyone can look ignorant and foolish, especially if we try and sound smart about something we 
know nothing about. The perfection I need in order to be God’s friend is thankfully not found in 
the good or bad that I do, or what I know, but in what Christ has done for me and given me. 

 

Can you think of a king or queen alive today? Maybe the first person to come to mind is 
Disney’s Elsa in the movie Frozen. Elsa’s fame is so widely known one might think she’s a real 
queen, but she isn’t. She isn’t even a real person! Queen Elizabeth II of England on the other 
hand is real. Elizabeth ascended in 1953 and remains queen as I write this in 2021. She has 
been a queen for a very long time.  

Maybe you have noticed that not everyone can just go visit the queen when they want to. You 
have to go through a process or be invited and even when you are permitted to see the queen 
there are special rules you have to follow.  

In 1991, Queen Elizabeth II visited America. As part of her trip, she visited Alice who lived in a 
housing project outside of Washington, D.C. Upon her entrance into her home, Alice gave the 
queen a big hug. Alice was well known for her love for others that usually expressed itself in a 
big hug. But apparently, she did not get the memo that you don’t just give the queen a hug. 
The incident made international news. Despite the break in protocol, the queen responded 
graciously—as the queen normally does. Not all kings and queens are so gracious. 

In contrast, the story of Queen Esther in the Bible, teaches us about how dangerous it was to 
come into the king’s presence. Esther was the king’s wife but even she could not just go talk to 
the king. If the king didn’t like what you said, you could be—gulp—killed! Of course, in Esther’s 
case, God made a way for her to come to the king and he honored her request to save her 
people. 

God is holy. We are sinners. But God cannot accept sin in his presence. When Jesus, the King 
of Kings died, he gave us his righteousness which covers us like clothes so that we can be 
accepted into God’s presence. A super-simple definition of righteousness is perfection 
according to God’s law. Jesus is the only person to live a perfect life. The righteousness of his 
perfect life he gives to us. 
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This does not mean that we are sinless. It means that the reason God loves and accepts us in 
his presence is because Jesus has given us the righteousness we need. Our acceptance is 
based solely on what Jesus has accomplished for us, not in what we do, right or wrong. My 
poor performance (as a spouse, parent, sibling, friend) does not remove me from God’s 
presence. That God is this way with us should cause us to want to confess our sins to God and 
ask his forgiveness and to joyfully live for him. 

 

Scripture memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  
2 Corinthians 5:21. “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.”  

Prayer:. Dear God, you are righteous. We are sinners. Yet, you have made us righteous 
because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Thank you that we are clothed in his righteousness 
so that we can come to you in prayer this morning and know that you accept and love us. Help 
us to delight in the gift of your righteousness so we will serve you out of gratitude than duty. In 
Jesus name, Amen.  

Discussion 
 

● Can you think of a time when you had to wear special clothes to an event like a 
wedding or a graduation? What was the event? What did you have to wear? How did 
you feel wearing those clothes? 

● Because we are sinners, it is easy to forget the righteousness we have in Jesus and try 
to earn our righteousness through how we live. After reading Philippians 3:2-9 to see 
Paul’s list, what are the things we do to try to do today to demonstrate our moral 
superiority?  

● In 1 Timothy 1:15, Paul calls himself the worst of sinners. How could Paul say 
something so bad about himself?  

● What parts of our daily life (such as social media) re-enforce self-righteousness rather 
than the right standing we only have in Jesus?  

● Let’s pretend you are having an argument with someone. In what ways would 
remembering that our righteousness in Christ help us keep that argument from boiling 
over into self-defensive rage?  
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Activities 
 

Coloring page for ages 2-10. 

Word Search for ages 11+  

 

if you were blessed by this devotional, please donate.
 https://uchlink.com/donate/


