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WELCOME! 

When you are invited to someone’s home, you know that the relationship has reached a new 
milestone. They are inviting you to see their good, their bad, their ugly—their whole life under 
one roof. They are inviting you into the space where only family is usually present—and it 
should make you feel special when someone invites you into that space. 

With this guide to 5:17 PEOPLE WEEK, you’ll discover it’s about Uniting Church and Home 
working with your church to see this often-ignored teaching of our Union with Christ put into 
life-changing practice in your church and home. As Paul says in  2 Corinthians 5:17, if you are 
in Christ, there’s a new creation happening! But how is that “in Christ” and that “new creation” 
worked out in our lives? 

The goal of this devotional is to give you and yours the vocabulary, the ideas, the foundational 
Scriptures, to begin this journey of living out our union with Jesus Christ. With your church and 
family providing both the encouragement (and often challenges) to put this into action, by the 
time you complete this week-long course, you’ll have a new vision for how your home, your 
church, and your heart can be impacted by a fresh look at your identity and your union with 
Christ.  
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WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 2. As the leader in your home or church, take a moment and pray and thank God for 
this opportunity be used by him. Today, you get to guide people to understand some of the 
most important, life-changing truths of the Christian faith—our union with Christ. Give thanks 
for this milestone day for them—and maybe for you, too!  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 



 
5:17 PEOPLE WEEK 

 2 

DAY TWO: I AM HIDDEN IN CHRIST 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  
 

For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

- Colossians 3:3 

The home has strong doors, locked windows, and sometimes a security system. Inside, 
something can be hidden, safe, protected, indestructible, and secure. Every part of a 
Christian’s life is safe, hidden by God in Jesus Christ as I am in union with him.   

 

Perhaps you have seen these funny-looking dolls before? They are 
called Russian Matryoshka Dolls. They are wooden, cut in half, and 
hollowed out. They all look basically the same except for their size. By 
pulling them apart, you can place the smaller doll in the next size up 
and so on until they all fit within the largest doll.  

These dolls help us understand how we are hidden in Christ. First, 
each doll is hidden and completely protected inside the largest doll. As 
Christians, we are all protected by Jesus Christ. In John 10:28, Jesus 
says, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand.” No one can take us away from God or take God away from us. We are safe and secure in 
him. 

Second, each of the dolls is exactly like the others in its basic shape even though they are different 
sizes of that shape. We are each individual people but because we are in Christ we are already like 
Jesus. We are not yet exactly like him in how we think, speak and live, but our identity is the same 
as Jesus. As we “hide” in Christ, we look more and more like him so that when people see us and 
watch how we live they see Jesus. 

Discussion 
● What is something valuable that you want to keep safe? How are you keeping it safe? 

● Name some ways that people in our society or world have tried to keep themselves safe. 

● What are some stories from the Bible about how God kept people safe? (Read Genesis 
6:5,17-18 and John 17:19 for two examples. How does Noah’s Ark point to Jesus’ keeping us 
safe?) 

● As sinners, we break civil laws and God’s laws every day. Could the leader of this study 
explain how God keeps us safe from the penalty of breaking his laws? (Read Romans 3:23-
24.) 

● What resource has God given us to help us remember and live as ones hidden in Christ? 
(See John 14:25-26). 
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Scripture memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  
Col. 3:3 - For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for sending Jesus to die for us. Thank you for forgiving our 
sin and for hiding us in Jesus so we are always safe. Help us to remember that we are in him 
so that we can live more like him. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

Activities 
 

Coloring page for ages 2-10.  

Crossword puzzle for ages 11+ 

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may 
find it more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 

 

 if you were blessed by this devotional, please donate.
 https://uchlink.com/donate/


