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WELCOME! 

When you are invited to someone’s home, you know that the relationship has reached a new 

milestone. They are inviting you to see their good, their bad, their ugly—their whole life under 

one roof. They are inviting you into the space where only family is usually present—and it 

should make you feel special when someone invites you into that space. 

With this guide to 5:17 PEOPLE WEEK, you’ll discover it’s about Uniting Church and Home 

working with your church to see this often-ignored teaching of our Union with Christ put into 

life-changing practice in your church and home. As Paul says in  2 Corinthians 5:17, if you are 

in Christ, there’s a new creation happening! But how is that “in Christ” and that “new creation” 

worked out in our lives? 

The goal of this devotional is to give you and yours the vocabulary, the ideas, the foundational 

Scriptures, to begin this journey of living out our union with Jesus Christ. With your church and 

family providing both the encouragement (and often challenges) to put this into action, by the 

time you complete this week-long course, you’ll have a new vision for how your home, your 

church, and your heart can be impacted by a fresh look at your identity and your union with 

Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All references are from the ESV Bible.  
English Standard Version® (ESV®) Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

All rights reserved. ESV Text Edition: 2016  



 
5:17 PEOPLE WEEK 

 2 

DAY ONE: I AM A NEW CREATION IN CHRIST 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  

The old has passed away. Behold the new has come. 

– 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

In the world we live in, wouldn’t it be easier if everything were new, and we could replace all 

our old, broken things? This instinct isn’t all wrong—because I am in Christ, I am, right now, a 

NEW person (even though I fail!) AND God is making me more like the new person I already 

am in how I think, speak, and live. 

 

What do you think of when you hear the word, dishwasher? If you are a child, you’re thinking of 

the boring job of loading or unloading it. If you are a mom, you are thinking, “I can’t live without 

it!” If you are a husband, it’s fearing the decision to fix it or replace it when it breaks down. As a 

husband, I was faced with this dilemma. 

No appliance fails at a convenient time and dishwashers are no exception, especially when 

you have many people living in your home. Think about that for a minute. In my home, we 

have ten people eating three meals a day which means at least 30 of everything needing to be 

cleaned each day. Well, our dishwasher stopped working on a Friday afternoon. Money 

doesn’t grow on trees, so I was determined to fix it myself. I knew exactly what to do… I logged 

onto YouTube. Looks easy enough, I thought. So, I turned off the power to the dishwasher, 

pulled it out from the wall and my adventure began. I determined which part I needed and 

headed to the nearest appliance repair shop—30 minutes away. It was late Friday afternoon 

and I raced to make it there in the nick of time, paid for the part, returned home, installed it and 

guess what? It didn’t make a hill of beans difference. It—still—didn’t—run! 

I went back to YouTube for another video. Ah ha! I figured it out. It’s a different part. But the 

repair shop was not open on the weekend. The kids registered their displeasure at having to 

wash 60 place settings over the weekend. Monday came and work would have to wait. I made 

my second trip to the repair store. The part they had was not what I needed and they had to 

order the right part from the manufacturer. This meant another three days of waiting and 

another trip across town… on Wednesday. I was at the door when they opened Wednesday 

morning! Purchased the second-most expensive part for the dishwasher (the motor), raced 

home, installed it, plugged the machine in and… it worked for a few days and then broke 

again! I was so defeated. 

After three trips to an appliance repair store (across town!), two missed days of work and $250 

poorer. And I was no better off for my efforts. To add insult to injury, I learned I could not return  
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parts that I had installed. It was time to declare the dishwasher dead (albeit with $250 of new 

parts in it). I ended up where I should have started--over at Lowes where I bought a brand new 

one.  

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could fix ourselves? Or, each other?! We try this and do that and while 

we might actually have a little success, it is not long before we are right back where we started 

from—or worse.  

God knew we were incapable of fixing ourselves. He doesn’t want us trying the impossible; 

depending on old ingenuity to fix things piece-meal. He leaves nothing to chance. He has 

already made us new creations in Christ. This is at once a reality about who we are now and 

also an ideal that we are seeking to become more like in how we think, speak, and act. 

 

Scripture memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  

2 Corinthians 5:17. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for loving our family. Thank you for making us new 

creations in Jesus. Please forgive us for the many times we live like we are not new creations 

you have made us, but old, broken down people. Help us to remember that we are new 

creations so that we can know your love and joyfully obey you. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

Discussion 

 

• For one day, you can become any animal you want. What animal would you choose? 

After that day, if you could keep one attribute from that animal, what would you keep? 

• In today’s verse, it says that the “old” has passed away. Let’s combine that idea with 

Galatians 5:19-21, which says in vs. 20 that people love to worship things rather than 

God (idolatry). What is a thing in your culture that people worship in your culture 

instead of God? What about at church—what is something that among Christians is 

often adored more than God?  

• Read Ephesians 1:3-14. Can you find at least five new gifts God has given all 

believers? How do these gifts from him change your perception of yourself?   

• Let’s read Ephesians 2:1-10. What is the main new thing that we find in these verses 

that God uses to help us to trust him more? How does that new thing change us?  
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Activities  

Coloring page for ages 2-10. 

Word search for ages 11+. 

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may 

find it more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 

 



 

 1 

 
   

 

WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 2. As the leader in your home or church, take a moment and pray and thank God for 

this opportunity be used by him. Today, you get to guide people to understand some of the 

most important, life-changing truths of the Christian faith—our union with Christ. Give thanks 

for this milestone day for them—and maybe for you, too!  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 
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DAY TWO: I AM HIDDEN IN CHRIST 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

- Colossians 3:3 

The home has strong doors, locked windows, and sometimes a security system. Inside, 

something can be hidden, safe, protected, indestructible, and secure. Every part of a 

Christian’s life is safe, hidden by God in Jesus Christ as I am in union with him.   

 

Perhaps you have seen these funny-looking dolls before? They are 

called Russian Matryoshka Dolls. They are wooden, cut in half, and 

hollowed out. They all look basically the same except for their size. By 

pulling them apart, you can place the smaller doll in the next size up 

and so on until they all fit within the largest doll.  

These dolls help us understand how we are hidden in Christ. First, 

each doll is hidden and completely protected inside the largest doll. As 

Christians, we are all protected by Jesus Christ. In John 10:28, Jesus 

says, “I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 

hand.” No one can take us away from God or take God away from us. We are safe and secure in 

him. 

Second, each of the dolls is exactly like the others in its basic shape even though they are different 

sizes of that shape. We are each individual people but because we are in Christ we are already like 

Jesus. We are not yet exactly like him in how we think, speak and live, but our identity is the same 

as Jesus. As we “hide” in Christ, we look more and more like him so that when people see us and 

watch how we live they see Jesus. 

Discussion 
● What is something valuable that you want to keep safe? How are you keeping it safe? 

● Name some ways that people in our society or world have tried to keep themselves safe. 

● What are some stories from the Bible about how God kept people safe? (Read Genesis 

6:5,17-18 and John 17:19 for two examples. How does Noah’s Ark point to Jesus’ keeping us 

safe?) 

● As sinners, we break civil laws and God’s laws every day. Could the leader of this study 

explain how God keeps us safe from the penalty of breaking his laws? (Read Romans 3:23-

24.) 

● What resource has God given us to help us remember and live as ones hidden in Christ? 

(See John 14:25-26). 

https://uchlink.com/517-people-week-2021/


 
5:17 PEOPLE WEEK 

 3 

 

 

 

Scripture memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  

Col. 3:3 - For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for sending Jesus to die for us. Thank you for forgiving our 

sin and for hiding us in Jesus so we are always safe. Help us to remember that we are in him 

so that we can live more like him. In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

Activities 

 

Coloring page for ages 2-10.  

Crossword puzzle for ages 11+ 

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may 

find it more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 

 

 



 

 1 

 
   

 

WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 3! As the leader in your home or church, take a moment and pray, thanking God for his 

forgiveness and remembering how sweet it was when you first tasted of his forgiving grace. 

Today may be the day when someone in this group first delights in God’s forgiveness! How 

incredible is that—you get to be a part of that miracle! Pray, and give thanks to God for this 

opportunity to serve him.  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 
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DAY THREE: I AM FORGIVEN 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

“I am writing to you, little children, because 

your sins are forgiven for his name's sake.” 

-1 John 2:12 

 

Sometimes, we do bad to others, and we clearly intend it. Other times, we are clumsy and 

ignorant and hurt others deeply and never know it. But what if we don’t repent or apologize 

rightly—what happens then? The gospel says that for his people, God has forgiven all of my 

sin, past, present, and future. The mountain of debt I owe God has been removed. I am free. 

 

Have you ever done something you knew was really wrong and you were so miserable with 

guilt that you just could not have any fun or do anything other than feel guilty? I remember 

such an occasion when I was a little boy. My family was visiting my grandmother at 

Thanksgiving. I was a particularly curious boy. In a shocking moment, I found a red plastic 

zippered coin purse hidden in the back of a clock. I opened it up and it was full of dimes. Glory 

be! I thought I’d died and gone to heaven. I knew the money was not mine, but I began 

thinking about how I would spend it. I took the money and hid it for a few days until my mom 

took me to the toy store.  

My mother began to notice that I was spending money like a rich man in that toy store. One of 

the things I remember buying a plastic chicken. To this day, I don’t know what I saw in that 

chicken but it led my mother to being to investigate. She asked, “Where did you get this 

money?” My blood ran ice cold and I started lying. Later I learned that the money I found 

(uh…stole) and was spending wildly was solid silver coins that she had given her mom (my 

grandmother) when she was a little girl. So, the pain my mom was feeling was both 

sentimental and monetary. This was not a good situation. 

It was a very difficult few days for me. I would not confess my treachery to my mother and 

grandmother. I lied and everyone knew it. In a Judas-like moment I remember taking the 

remaining coins and throwing them into my grandmother’s aucuba bush just outside the back 

door of her house. These coins were quickly found by my older brothers who were only too 

happy to report to my mother. I felt awful but I was afraid because my family was so angry. So, 

I kept lying. I remember receiving painful discipline. 

Finally, I remember my grandmother (who through the whole mess never voiced anger at me) 

taking me into her room and she sat me on her lap. She said, “Eric, it’s ok to admit it when you 

do wrong. I still love you.” Her gracious and loving approach melted me and I confessed what I 

did. She quickly forgave me. I was in tears. She gave me a hug and asked me to give her  
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some of my coins (yes, I did have some that were really mine!) She said, “This way I have your 

special coins to replace the ones that were lost.” The dark cloud of guilt had lifted from my 

heart and I felt like I had a new lease on life. Forgiveness is powerful. 

 

 

Do you doubt God’s forgiveness for past sin? Do you doubt that God still wants to forgive the 

sin that you find yourself entangled up in—again? Our verse today reminds us of an extremely 

important truth: in Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

Scripture memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family): 1 John 2:12. 

“I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake.” 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for your precious promises. Thank you especially for the 

promise that you forgive our sin. Thank you for forgiving all of the sin I have committed in the 

past, the sins I am committing even now, and the sins I will commit in the future. Help me to be 

more aware when I am tempted to sin and remember all that you have done for me, most 

especially for forgiving me. In Jesus  name, Amen. 

 

Activities 
 

Coloring page for ages 2-10. 

Word Scramble for ages 11+  

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may find it 

more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 

 

Discussion 

● What are things we do and say in society today that ought to cause people to feel 

guilty, but they don’t seem to feel that way?  

● When was the first time you did something that caused you to feel guilty? How do guilty 

feelings affect us?  

● Read Luke 7:36- 50. In this story, what does Jesus say is the reason we love others? 

● Based on the story in Luke, when you do not want to forgive someone, what do you do 

next? 

 



 

 1 

 
   

 

WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 4. Can you take a moment and pray and thank God that his love of you isn’t based on 

your goodness, but on Christ’s? That your standing with God isn’t based on your innocence, 

but the innocent Lamb of God, dying in your place? As you lead your family or this church 

group, you may really goof something up. They may not pay attention. The whole discussion 

may go off track. You may manage to lose your activity sheets! But God has got this, and he’s 

going to use his Word (and mysteriously, even your failures) to teach these folks about our 

right standing before God being rooted in Christ, not ourselves.  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 
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DAY FOUR: MY RIGHTEOUSNESS IS IN CHRIST 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

-2 Corinthians 5:21. 

 

In the right situation, anyone can look smart or sound like an expert. But in the wrong situation, 

anyone can look ignorant and foolish, especially if we try and sound smart about something we 

know nothing about. The perfection I need in order to be God’s friend is thankfully not found in 

the good or bad that I do, or what I know, but in what Christ has done for me and given me. 

 

Can you think of a king or queen alive today? Maybe the first person to come to mind is 

Disney’s Elsa in the movie Frozen. Elsa’s fame is so widely known one might think she’s a real 

queen, but she isn’t. She isn’t even a real person! Queen Elizabeth II of England on the other 

hand is real. Elizabeth ascended in 1953 and remains queen as I write this in 2021. She has 

been a queen for a very long time.  

Maybe you have noticed that not everyone can just go visit the queen when they want to. You 

have to go through a process or be invited and even when you are permitted to see the queen 

there are special rules you have to follow.  

In 1991, Queen Elizabeth II visited America. As part of her trip, she visited Alice who lived in a 

housing project outside of Washington, D.C. Upon her entrance into her home, Alice gave the 

queen a big hug. Alice was well known for her love for others that usually expressed itself in a 

big hug. But apparently, she did not get the memo that you don’t just give the queen a hug. 

The incident made international news. Despite the break in protocol, the queen responded 

graciously—as the queen normally does. Not all kings and queens are so gracious. 

In contrast, the story of Queen Esther in the Bible, teaches us about how dangerous it was to 

come into the king’s presence. Esther was the king’s wife but even she could not just go talk to 

the king. If the king didn’t like what you said, you could be—gulp—killed! Of course, in Esther’s 

case, God made a way for her to come to the king and he honored her request to save her 

people. 

God is holy. We are sinners. But God cannot accept sin in his presence. When Jesus, the King 

of Kings died, he gave us his righteousness which covers us like clothes so that we can be 

accepted into God’s presence. A super-simple definition of righteousness is perfection 

according to God’s law. Jesus is the only person to live a perfect life. The righteousness of his 

perfect life he gives to us. 
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This does not mean that we are sinless. It means that the reason God loves and accepts us in 

his presence is because Jesus has given us the righteousness we need. Our acceptance is 

based solely on what Jesus has accomplished for us, not in what we do, right or wrong. My 

poor performance (as a spouse, parent, sibling, friend) does not remove me from God’s 

presence. That God is this way with us should cause us to want to confess our sins to God and 

ask his forgiveness and to joyfully live for him. 

 

Scripture memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  

2 Corinthians 5:21. “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God.”  

Prayer:. Dear God, you are righteous. We are sinners. Yet, you have made us righteous 

because of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Thank you that we are clothed in his righteousness 

so that we can come to you in prayer this morning and know that you accept and love us. Help 

us to delight in the gift of your righteousness so we will serve you out of gratitude than duty. In 

Jesus name, Amen.  

Discussion 

 

● Can you think of a time when you had to wear special clothes to an event like a 

wedding or a graduation? What was the event? What did you have to wear? How did 

you feel wearing those clothes? 

● Because we are sinners, it is easy to forget the righteousness we have in Jesus and try 

to earn our righteousness through how we live. After reading Philippians 3:2-9 to see 

Paul’s list, what are the things we do to try to do today to demonstrate our moral 

superiority?  

● In 1 Timothy 1:15, Paul calls himself the worst of sinners. How could Paul say 

something so bad about himself?  

● What parts of our daily life (such as social media) re-enforce self-righteousness rather 

than the right standing we only have in Jesus?  

● Let’s pretend you are having an argument with someone. In what ways would 

remembering that our righteousness in Christ help us keep that argument from boiling 

over into self-defensive rage?  
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Activities 
 

Coloring page for ages 2-10. 

Word Search for ages 11+  

 



 

 1 

 
   

 

WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 5. It’s a good time to pray and ask God to give you and the folks you are leading a 

fresh sense of just how much more powerful Jesus Christ is compared to your sin, their sin, 

and any sin that could bring shame and guilt to a believer. When Jesus rose from the dead, he 

left the power that sin had over your past, present and future in that grave. Give thanks for that 

power and ask God to, by faith, reveal it today.  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 
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DAY FIVE: I AM DEAD TO SIN 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

“How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 

-Romans 6:2 

 

Some people, particularly Americans, like to be prepared to defend themselves. They will carry 

weapons, study martial arts, practice boxing, and store emergency food. But if all real threats 

were already removed—preparations like this would be unnecessary. Thinking about the 

Christian life, Jesus has already defeated the power of sin in our lives, and that makes all 

the difference on how we live the Christian life.  

 

It was an unusually warm, sunny November day. Our family had just driven three and a half 

hours to Nags Head, North Carolina for a week  of vacation. Upon arrival, by orders of dad, 

everyone worked hard to unload the van before we could go down to the beach. Finally, we all 

took off our shoes and socks and ran up the walkway ascending the dune. One of my boys 

had his Superman kite in tow. One of the girls had her pink sand bucket and blue shovel 

dangling from her forearm. As dad, I simply anticipated the relaxing effect of the waves 

crashing and then crawling up the beach. We were loud and excited! 

And then something happened that I had absolutely never, ever experienced before on at least 

50 previous beach trips. At the moment we crested the sand dune, our excitement and our 

pace stopped—immediately. We could not believe what we saw—and smelled. Right in the 

middle of our part of the beach was a huge 300 pound sea turtle—dead as dead can be and 

stinking like a skunk! Upon closer examination, we could see putrid fluids oozing out of its body 

in the warm sun. It was disgusting! I found a 2x4 and tried to roll it into the surf hoping it would 

be carried out to sea. But that was completely futile.  

We reported the situation and were told the turtle would be gone in a day or two. That was 

Saturday. Would you like to guess when the turtle was finally moved? Tuesday! For half or our 

vacation we had to endure this stinking, smelly, gross turtle. 

There is nothing enticing about a stinky dead turtle. It being dead should cause us to steer 

clear of it. Do we see the sins we do like the dead turtle or do we still see our sins as 

something desirable?  

Our verse today is from Romans 6:2 - “How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 
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Scripture Memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  

Romans 6:2 - “How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for living, dying, and then rising from the dead. Please help us 

to remember that we have died with you and that because of that sin’s power is broken. Help 

us to also remember that because we have risen with you, we can obey you. Help us to 

remember all that you have done for us so that we can know your love and live to glorify you. 

You are our great and awesome God! Amen. 

Activities 
 

Coloring page for ages 2-10.  

Crossword puzzle for ages 11+. 

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may find it 

more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 

 

 

Discussion 

● Death is not a subject we normally like to talk about. When is the first time you 

remember seeing or experiencing death? 

● Our passage today talks a lot about death. But death in this case is good, even 

exciting! Read Romans 6:1-11. Count how many times you see the words 

dead/death/died mentioned. 

● What has happened that gives us certainty that we can have victory over sin? (v.5-9) 

● If we are guaranteed victory, why do we struggle so much and even fall into sin? (See 

James 4:1-3).  

● In Romans 6: 11, Paul says that we should “consider” (some versions say, “reckon”) 

ourselves dead to sin. Let’s suppose someone in your family has really made you 

angry and you are ready to argue with them. How do you actually “consider” yourself 

dead to sin in that situation? What does that look like on a practical level? 



 

 1 

 
   

 

WELCOME! 

 

 

It’s Day 6! We are almost done, but God isn’t nearly finished. Pray that today, God will work in 

and through you to reveal how we are connected to Jesus, and his life now runs through us 

like sap through springtime branches. Maybe you’ll even see some fresh buds today—won’t 

that be exciting? Pray, and expect God to do something.  

  

A Leader’s Prayer 
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DAY SIX: I AM A BRANCH 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

-John 15:5 

 

As a child, we often enjoyed pretending we were someone or something. We enjoyed 

switching identities, changing our voices, wearing costumes. It was fun! But as Christians, we 

need to stay constantly connected to who we are in Jesus in order to live for him. We 

need to remember and act on our identity each day or obedience is simply impossible. 

 

Can you think of a time when a storm that blew through your town and left a path of crumpled 

trees, tipped over trash cans, and leaves and twigs scattered across the town?  

Several years ago, we had a storm just like that hit our area. High winds and heavy rain 

lingered for a couple days. From the safety of our home, we watched as the woods behind us 

swayed and bowed and the creek at the bottom of our yard rose to its highest level-ever and 

was flowing at a dangerous pace. Finally, once the storm passed, we went outside to look at 

the damage and to clean up the debris when we noticed that our beloved little peach tree took 

the worst hit. One of its strongest branches had almost completely torn away from the rest of 

the tree and was leaning badly to one side. 

We knew that without being connected to the vital nutrition through its roots, the branch would 

shrivel up and die in a very short time, no longer able to produce those sweet, succulent 

peaches! 

After some quick thinking, we were able to use a chain and a wooden pole to lift the branch off 

the ground and keep it snug against the rest of the tree. A few happy weeks later, the branch 

had grown back together with the rest of the tree, and after several more months was once 

again strong enough to stretch-out and produce the fruit we loved. 

Like this branch, we depend on our connection to Jesus Christ, the true vine. When abiding in 

him we have everything we need to grow and be strengthened. Apart from him, like the 

branch, we are unable to survive on our own and unable to bear fruit. 

Let’s read our verse for today, John 15:5 - I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 

abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
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Scripture Memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  

John 15:5 - I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 

that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you for making us one with you so that we can know and enjoy 

your love. Thank you for all of the spiritual nourishment we receive from you so that we can 

live for you. Please forgive us for the fact that we struggle to see how important our daily 

connection with you really is. Forgive us for not spending time with you in your word and 

prayer. Help us, through your Holy Spirit, to be moved by your love to joyfully seek you each 

day. In Jesus name, Amen. 

Activities 
 

Coloring page  for ages 2-10. 

Word search puzzle for ages 11+: 

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may find it 

more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 

 

 

Discussion 

● What are things we need every day? Which one do you think you would have the 

hardest time living without? Why? 

● Of the identity statements we have studied this week, which one draws you closer to 

Jesus? Why?  

● What are the fruit or thoughts, words, behaviors and feelings that you would expect to 

grow if you were more deeply identifying with Jesus? (Check out Galatians 5:22-23.) 

● What are the things that get in the way of abiding in Jesus each day? 

● In what ways does the story of a vine and branch change how you think about the 

priority or importance of your identity and connection to Jesus?  
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WELCOME! 

 

 

Day 7—you made it! Praise God for being faithful and getting you guys to the last day of this 

amazing week. You’ve been his representative, his ambassador, leading this group through 

this study. Thank you. Now thank God for what you’ve learned so far and ask him that when 

this week is over, his Spirit will be taking these truths deeper and deeper into your soul and the 

souls of those you’ve led this week.   

A Leader’s Prayer 



 
5:17 PEOPLE WEEK 

 2 

DAY SEVEN: I AM AN AMBASSADOR 

Watch the video introducing today’s devotion by clicking here. Password is 517NC.  

 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

-2 Corinthians 5:20 

 

Knowing who we are in Christ isn’t just about improving ourselves. That would be selfish if we 

stop there. The joy we receive from focusing on our identity should lead us to reach out 

to others in our homes, churches, and neighborhoods. I have redemptive purpose for 

the kingdom of God. 

 

How old are you? 10? 14? What would be a high accomplishment for a 10-14 year old today? 

Maybe getting 100,000 likes on Instagram? Or, a guest appearance on a famous Youtube 

show like Dude Perfect? Well, imagine being an ambassador for the United States. An 

ambassador is a person who is selected to represent his country’s interests in another country. 

It is a highly honored and respected position in government. 

John Quincy Adams (the sixth president of the United States) started his political career at the 

ripe old age of 10! He went with his father to France to help negotiate funding for the American 

War of Independence. And then, at age 14, he went with Diplomat Francis Dana to Russia 

where he assisted Dana and served as translator. At the time, young Adams knew Italian, 

French, English, Russian, Latin, and German. Imagine if your president asked you to serve as 

an ambassador of your country to a foreign country? How would you feel? 

Consider this: God, The Creator, sovereign supreme ruler of history and Heaven, has made 

you an ambassador of his eternal kingdom. If you are in Christ, then you are, automatically, 

one of his ambassadors. Think about that for a moment! God has specifically selected you to 

represent him to other people beginning with people in your family, your church, school, friends 

and people who do not know Jesus Christ as Lord. This is a high honor, but we don’t treat it as 

one. We treat it as a nuisance! It’s easy to become so focused on God helping us fix our own 

problems that we forget that God has given us this much larger purpose: helping others get 

connected to the Vine, Jesus.  

God wants us to share the gospel message with others, but it’s not just data. This begins with 

helping people grow to be more like Jesus and wanting to identify with him more and more. 

This is what both believers and unbelievers need, giving hope for eternity and spiritual 

maturity, all in one life-changing message.  

 

 

https://uchlink.com/517-people-week-2021/
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Our verse for today comes from 2 Corinthians 5:20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. 

Scripture Memory (it may help to say this out loud a few times as a family):  

2 Corinthians 5:20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father. Thank you for uniting me to yourself and making me one of 

your ambassadors. We were once your enemies but now we are your beloved children and 

your representatives to other people. Thank you for giving us such a high calling. Please help 

us to take the opportunities to minister to others by offering a word of encouragement, patiently  

 

 

Discussion 

• Who are some people you trust to tell the truth? Why do you trust them? 

• So far this week, you’ve heard about our Christian faith being measured by how deeply 

we find our identity in Jesus Christ. As we become more like him, we become his 

representative in all we do and say. As you read 2 Cor. 5:19-20, Paul calls that change 

becoming an “ambassador.” What is the message of an ambassador?  

• “Reconciliation” is a big word that means to make peace between two people. Who 

needs reconciliation? Is it just people who do not know Jesus Christ? 

• Read Heb. 3:13. This passage speaks of a particular responsibility we have. What is it 

and when are we to do it?  

• List 3 people in your life who are already Christians but who need the encouragement 

discussed from Heb. 3:13? Remember to pray for them! 

• List at least 3 specific unbelievers in your life (neighbors, co-workers, friends) who 

need the hope and joy of Christ. Remember to pray for them! 

• Read John 17:20-23 and Ephesians 4:15-16. Why does God want each of us to fully 

participate in ministering to one another? 

• What differences do you think it makes in how we do our ambassadorial work when we 

do it out of an understanding of our identity in Christ (versus duty)? 
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helping them as they wrestle with life, or to present the hope we have in Jesus. Help us to 

have the heart of Jesus toward others. We pray these things in Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities 
 

Coloring page for ages 2-10. 

Fill in the blanks for ages 11+.  

You may want to give these to your children while you go through the devotion. Or, you may find it 

more effective to give to them afterward as a review. Use however you deem best! 
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