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Have you ever thought:
• “Will my marriage get better?”
• “I can’t help my children spiritually.”
• “Does it really matter if I read the Bible to the family?”
• “Leading is just not my thing.”
The battle to lead our families is not so much a battle of abilities as it is a battle of our
minds.
If you know Jesus Christ personally, then you have been given a new identity in him.
This new identity changes how we engage life, especially when it is hard and doesn’t
make sense. Here are five words, each a reflection of our new identity, to help us
silence doubting voices.

1—You are FORGIVEN
• Satan loves to remind us of our sin. It is tempting to dwell on past or more
present sin (even confessed) which distracts us from doing the work God has
called us to in our homes.
• “If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just to forgive our sins.” – 1 John 1:9
•

Forgiven means forgiven. It is important to remember and act on what is true
especially when it doesn’t feel true.

2—You are NOT CONDEMNED
• Our poor performance can lead us to interpret difficult circumstances as God’s
punishment. God does not punish his children. God will discipline his children
but he doesn’t punish them. In fact, he disciplines those whom he loves
(Hebrews 12:6). His discipline is loving, draws us back to him, and trains.
• “There is now therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” –
Romans 8:1
•

Because we are not condemned, we can look at our difficulty in a way that
allows us to see the positive work God is doing through them.
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3—You are RIGHTEOUS
•

We want to be right and look good as a parent. When we try to find our
right-eousness in our performance it is hard to confess failure because we feel
like we’re losing something we feel we need in order to have value. Our
righteousness is in Christ alone and it is ours right now!

• “He made him who knew no sin to be sin that we might become the
righteousness of God in Christ Jesus.” – 2 Corinthians 5:21
• Remembering our righteousness is complete and secure in Christ, means we
don’t need a perfect performance at home. Each day we strive to bring our
thoughts, words and deeds into line with who we already are in Christ. When we
sin, we can confess it, ask forgiveness and walk in joy because our
righteousness is not affected by our poor performance.
•

Confessing our failures and asking forgiveness is one of the most effective
things we can do to influence our families for Jesus. It demonstrates humility
and then repentance which is a primary discipline of the Christian life.

4—You are an AMBASSADOR
• Much conflict comes from speaking our minds about how things should be. But
“We are ambassadors for Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
• As Christ’s ambassadors his message should be our message. What we say
and how we say it should always represent him. Life is imperfect. It is easy to
become disheartened, impatient and demanding even in our attempts to apply
God’s truth.
•

Our job is not to change anyone. Only God’s Holy Spirit can do that. We are
called to faithfully speak God’s truth in love and help people apply it.

Supporting churches in equipping homes for discipleship and outreach
© Copyright 2020 • uchlink.org

5—You are a SOJOURNER
• “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of
the flesh, which wage war against your soul.” – 1 Peter 2:11
• A sojourner is a temporary resident; someone whose home is somewhere else.
• This truth keeps our focus on our eternal home. It is far too easy to invest our
hearts, talents and time in this world and neglect the things of eternal value such
as training our children.
• Being a sojourner helps focus our time on these more important—and less
urgent— family responsibilities.
If you were encouraged by this, please consider the following resources:

“Easy read, great style, connects well!”
“Places emphasis on the right ‘syllable’
offering Christian families, a path to healthy
relationships and keeping Christ at the center
of the home.”
“More needed than ever!”

From the introduction:
God-glorifying obedience is accomplished out of a
joyful satisfaction in and dependence on Christ.

“.. This part smacked me between the eyes!
Wow such a different perspective that makes
so much more sense.”

For more visit us: www.uchlink.org
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