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10 QUALITIES OF AN AMBASSADOR PARENT 

Key Idea 

Our purpose as parents is to bring God’s message to our children so that they will be faithful followers of 
Jesus Christ.  We are his ambassadors on His mission, not our own.  What are the qualities of an 
ambassador?  Following are some principles to review that will help you as an ambassador in the lives 
of your children. 

1. Confident 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day 
of Jesus Christ. – Philippians 1:6 (ESV) 

As parents, we can train with confidence.  Two reasons for this are found in this passage.  First, it is no less than 
God who is at work in us and our children.  Second, he promises to bring his work to completion.  This is a 
double-whammy confidence-builder.  While we are vital to the process our confidence is squarely in God. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How confident am I? (1=not confident, 10=fully confident) 

2. Timely 
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits 
the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. – Ephesians 4:29 (ESV) 

We can say the right thing at the wrong time.  Sometimes the timely word is simply a word of understanding or 
encouragement.  The needed word of correction is more likely to be received later after emotions have settled. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How timely am I? (1=not timely, 10=usually timely) 
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3. Gracious 
Let your speech always be gracious – Colossians 4:6a  (ESV) 

Gracious speech is helpful to the person it is spoken to.  This does not mean that we don’t talk about hard things, 
but we do so in a way that the person sees a genuine concern for their good. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How gracious am I? (1=not gracious, 10=usually gracious) 

4. Persevering 
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 
receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. – James 1:12  (ESV) 

It is easy to want to give up at least in heart if not all-together.  Perseverance is important and God rewards it.  
Perseverance demands seeing beyond the immediate challenge to focus on the bigger picture of what God is 
doing.  That God rewards faithfulness gives us the ability to stick with it even though we have failed too many 
times to count or just don’t see much fruit. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How persevering am I? (1=I tend to give up, 10=normally persevere) 

5. Loving 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ. – Ephesians 4:15  (ESV) 

Isn’t it easier to speak the truth—in frustration?  When frustration is evident, you know that either the motive or the 
message itself needs correction.  Speaking the truth in love creates something we want most in our homes: unity 
in Christ. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How loving am I? (1=I not loving, 10=usually loving) 
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6. Reconciling 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.  All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation. – 2 Corinthians 5:17-18  (ESV) 

Sinful conflict requires reconciliation that begins with the first person offended: God, and then the other person.  
When reconciliation is not our goal the seeds of bitterness are often planted.  To be reconciled we must confess 
what we have done wrong. 

Our role is not merely maintaining peace but helping our children confess their wrong to each other and help them 
build strong relationships.  This is a valuable life skill that helps equip them to be reconcilers, too 

•  For Further Reflection:  How reconciling am I? (1=I not reconciling, 10=usually reconciling) 

7. Patient 
With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love. 
 – Ephesians 4:2 (ESV) 

According to the dictionary, “Patience is the capacity to accept or tolerate delay, trouble, or suffering without 
getting angry or upset.”  God has been patient with all of us far beyond what we deserve.  When we reflect on 
how patient he has been with us, it helps us to be patient with others. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How patient am I? (1=I not patient, 10=usually patient) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10



8. Wise 
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it 
will be given him. – James 1:5  (ESV) 

Listening, analyzing and then knowing how to offer helpful insights or direction requires something we do not have: 
wisdom.  But God tells us where to find it: in him.  But we need to ask!  When we do, he promises to give 
generously. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How wise am I? (1=I not wise, 10=usually wise) 

9. Sympathizes 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who 
in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. – Hebrews 1:5   (ESV) 

Hearing someone is more than listening to words; it is seeing and feeling how what they are experiencing is 
affecting them spiritually, emotionally, and mentally.  This allows us to meet them in the struggle and identity more 
easily with them.  Otherwise, sympathy will be shallow and unhelpful. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How sympathetic am I? (1=I not sympathetic, 10=usually sympathetic) 

10. Truthful 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
– 1 John 1:8  (ESV) 

When we sin against our children, we should confess it and ask forgiveness.  Being truthful about our sin against 
them (anger, laziness, indifference, etc.) restores the relationship so that growth can take place.  We become 
hypocrites, otherwise.  Hypocrisy turns our children away from God.  But dealing in truth turns them to God. 

•  For Further Reflection:  How truthful am I? (1=I not truthful, 10=usually truthful) 
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