You Are Invited to a FREE Lunch and Time of Encouragement
Dear Fathers and Brothers,

What are the kingdom resources available to us that enable impact in people’s lives?
What does power in my ministry look like?
I am inviting you as well as any other elders and ministerial staff from your church to a luncheon at
Timonium PCA, 303 West Timonium Rd, Timonium, MD 21093 on Thursday, April 12, 2018 from 9:00 am to
12:00 pm.
The goal for this time together is quite simply to encourage you. Could you use some of that?!
Of course, there will be fellowship and food. A must! But, in particular, we will have a time of discussion
about how we can better leverage the power of the gospel in our personal ministry and in the ministry of
the churches we lead.
To facilitate this discussion, we will use 9 questions that are included with this letter. Come prepared!
Please take some time to consider these questions beforehand as this will increase the blessing to you—
and to the group.
For this special event, I have teamed up with Ben Taylor. Ben is a pastor at Timonium PCA who has been in
pastoral ministry now for 30 years. Ben is keenly aware of the challenges pastors and elders face and how
the Gospel is the key to overcoming those challenges.
This event is FREE, but a reservation is required. Please RSVP to Eric: eric@uchlink.org by 5:00 pm
Tuesday, April 10, 2018. Questions about the event can also be sent to Eric at the same email address.
We look forward to seeing you on Thursday, April 12, 2018 for what should be a unique time of
encouragement!
Debtor to Grace,

Eric Wallace
President, Institute for Uniting Church and Home

P.S. Come for the coffee but stay for the encouragement.
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HOW DOES THE GOSPEL MOTIVATE YOUR MINISTRY
AND INFLUENCE YOUR MINISTRY DESIGN?
1. In the BCO’s ordination vows (21-5) it states the primary title for Teaching Elders is
“ministers of the gospel.”
● How do you understand that title and how does that title inform your overall ministry
efforts?
● If you are a Ruling Elder, how do you allow the gospel to influence how you fulfill your
ministry?

2. In the book, Gospel Coach, the authors speak often about performance-driven
leadership. The following quote, is one instance:
A performance-centered person functionally rejects the centrality of the gospel and slavishly
responds to a craving to please their own flesh. Living by the flesh is how the Bible describes
our tendency to follow our sin-desiring self instead of walking in step with the Spirit of God.
When a person lives by their flesh, they believe that pleasing their own desires is more
justifying —earning them worth, value, and favor with God —than living in line with the gospel.
This person relies on their own way of salvation and ultimately rejects the gospel.

● As you reflect on that statement, how has “fleshly-driven” leadership reared its head in
your life and ministry?
● How have you sought to deal with it?

3. In Galatians 6:14 (ESV), Paul writes, “Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”
● What does boasting reveal about our hearts?
● What does it have to do with the condition of our hearts?
● As you consider Galatians 6, how does Paul relate the gospel to this matter of boasting
and dealing with the flesh?

4. Read Ezekiel 37:1-10 and Ephesians 2:1-10.
● What do you learn about the nature of spiritual, heart transformation from these
passages?
● How does this reality inform how you minister the gospel to others?
● How should these passages give you hope and joy in your ministry of the gospel?
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5. In 2 Corinthians 5:14, Paul states, “For the love of Christ controls us.” He goes on to
say in verse 16 that through the gospel he no longer judges people “according to the
flesh.”
● What does it mean to judge people according to the flesh?
● How has the gospel specifically changed the way you look at people?

6. What is the biggest challenge you are currently facing in your ministry?
● What ways do you suspect the gospel might help you meet that challenge?

7. As you evaluate your personal life and worship in the light of the gospel, what changes
do you want to trust the Holy Spirit to make in your heart and life?
● How does the gospel and its benefits give you hope, rest, and joy as you work through
these issues? Meditate on Philippians 2:12-18 as your work through these matters.

8. Does the gospel inform us regarding how to structure ministry? Based on what Paul
wrote in 2 Timothy 1:13, “Follow the pattern of sound words that you have heard from
me…” that would seem to be the case.
● How specifically is the gospel seen in the way your ministry is structured?
● How does your church’s ministry reflect the gospel’s prioritization on relationships as a
means for applying the gospel in people’s lives?
● How is a gospel-shaped motivation seen in the programs you offer?
9. Jesus has called us to bear much fruit, and fruit that will remain. Taking a long and hard look at the
ministry fruit in your life and ministry, what lasting fruit do you see?
● Why is some fruit lasting and some of it merely temporary?
● To what extent is the gospel involved in your answer?
● What is God saying to you about this?

Join us for a free lunch, fellowship, and encouragement as we discuss these questions
on Thursday April 12, 2018, from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
at Timonium PCA, 303 W Timonium Rd, Timonium, MD 21093.
To RSVP (required) and for more information,
please contact RE Eric Wallace, eric@uchlink.org.
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