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Dear Brother or Sister in Christ, 

“Your statement in your last newsletter… ‘I Am Righteous’ is correct. Although I cannot count on one hand the times I 

have ever heard a living Christian make that statement.” 

This, and many similar comments shared with me, speak volumes and lead me to ask: 

What kind of Christian faith are we living if we are not encouraging one another with these fundamental truths? It 

would be like waking up on Christmas morning only to peak occasionally at the gifts under the tree and to never 

actually open, rejoice in, and use them. 

Does Jesus Christ Make Any Real Difference in the Church and the Home? 

We have a treasure-trove of priceless gifts in Christ that should draw us—irresistibly—into a passionate love 

relationship with him and compel us to repentance and faithful obedience. Paul says, “We have been given every 

spiritual blessing” (Eph. 1:3). Let’s name some: forgiveness, righteousness, holiness, sanctification, joy, peace, and 

love.  

Are these just dainty theological terms that sound great in a sermon on Sunday morning but provide no power for 

our lives and relationships the rest of the week?  

These simple truths describe who we are—right now—in Christ, as husbands and fathers, wives and mothers, 

brothers, sisters, aunts, cousins, friends and fellow church members! It is this truth about what Christ has actually 

done for us—right now—that caused Paul to break out in euphoric doxology: “He is able to do far more abundantly 

than all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20). 

If he is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think then why does it so often feel like we are 

fighting to claw our way up to the spiritual poverty line? Struggles and serious troubles of all kinds will forever be 

with us this side of heaven. But do we allow these troubles to define us thereby holding us in the same old personal 

and relational sin patterns in our homes? 

Who we have become through the life-changing power of Christ and the Holy Spirit will provide the confidence to 
forge fresh, deeper, and pleasing relationships within our homes, our local church family and drive us to press out 
into our world to reach those who do not yet know our Lord.   

There is Hope for The Church, The Home, and The Lost 

What we need —is already— powerfully and sufficiently provided. Do we really know and believe this?  

Whatever the problem: husbands and wives who don’t love each other, men (young and old) who are addicted to 

pornography, children who dishonor their parents, siblings who fight each other, and worse; Christians who do the 

right things looking great on the outside but are full of pride on the inside.  These—and worse—can change.  

We can stare down any problem when we agree with Paul that “we are more than conquerors” (Rom. 8:1).    
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These words, if we really believed and lived by them, would absolutely change us in our most hardened conditions. 

To believe otherwise is to say to Jesus, “You were lying when you said on the cross, ‘It is finished’. Your work was 

incomplete and the gospel is not powerful enough to help me with my struggles.”  

Our problem is not that God has given us a weak or inferior solution. The problem is our failure to apply the 

solution—especially when it is hard—and it is often hard. Too often, we look at the big sin problems and conclude 

that we need something more.  

The key is knowing and applying the gospel solution in each situation each day! This is not easy—but it is powerful. 

It involves the Holy Spirit—and each other—taking responsibility, being intentional and struggling together so that 

we grow up together in Christ in love and are able to share that love with an increasingly angry, fearful, collapsing 

world.  

We need to stop glancing at the gifts under the tree and instead rush in like little children to rip them open and 

be transformed by the joy and delight they offer—daily!  

Our Message is a Message of Practical Grace and Hope 

In Colossians 1:27-28, Paul describes his ministry: “To make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of 

the glory of this mystery which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim…” 

I am absolutely unashamed of this message as it is the power of God for personal, familial, and church health. The 

church and the home must partner through a more intentional focus on this message in our relationships.   

Please Help Us to Continue Proclaiming This Powerful Message 

It is our privilege at Uniting Church and Home to be an instrument that God is using to do this very work. The gospel 

is a message of good news! It is the good news for lost, lonely, dying neighbors, co-workers, and family members. It 

is our confidence as we seek to fulfill our calling to “Go into all the world and make disciples.” 

Through our seminars and resources God is making a difference one home and one church at a time by bringing 

them into a partnership of resurgent love for the gospel and its power to transform. 

Budget Shortfall for 2016 and Funding Needed for 2017 

As 2016 comes to a close, we are facing a projected budget shortfall of $ 6,028. While less than in previous years, 

this still represents a significant challenge for a ministry our size.  

For the last several years, God has worked through your generosity not only making it possible for us to pay all 

salary and obligations, but to also provide essential funds for the following year. We praise the Lord for your faithful 

pledges that continue to sustain UCH! We also rely on extra giving to get us through.  

We continue to seek ways to increase our base as well as increase income from operations.  While funding is always 

a concern, we trust God and press on in our ministry. 

Will you please help us meet our shortfall for 2016 and begin 2017 in better position so that we can continue to 

bring this powerful message to churches and homes? 

Extraordinary Grace, 

Eric 

P.S. A church leader from a church where Leslee and I gave a marriage seminar emailed me the following comment 

just last week: “Bob and Mary (names changed) continue to yield fruit by the Holy Spirit. The work of God is so 

powerful and it's witnessed by their friends. Amazing.” 


